SAMPLE LETTER TEMPLATE – PLEASE EDIT AS YOU SEE FIT AND THEN CUT & PASTE 
Dear [INSERT RECIPIENT],

I am writing this letter to you to express my solidarity and support for Mikhail Khodorkovsky and Platon Lebedev, and request . 
I am deeply disappointed with the Moscow City Court decision on May 24, 2011 to uphold the conviction of Mikhail Khodorkovsky and Platon Lebedev.  This was the second conviction on trumped up charges within just eight years, based upon allegations that have been rejected as implausible by objective observers.
Having closely followed the second trial of Mikhail Khodorkovsky and Platon Lebedev, I wish to express to you my grave concerns over the timing of the charges, the harassment of lawyers and witnesses, the procedural violations, and the unnecessarily harsh conditions of the suspects’ detention. The conditions and circumstances of Mikhail Khodorkovsky and Platon Lebedev’s detention violated not only Russian law, but also international standards that Russia has signed.

My concerns over the trial have unfortunately been validated by the Moscow City Court’s decision to uphold both men’s convictions. The Moscow City Court failed to address any of the reported procedural violations that have marred the criminal proceedings.  Russian authorities also failed to investigate allegations that the judge in the second trial of Mikhail Khodorkovsky and Platon Lebedev had been put under pressure. All these irregularities undermine the legitimacy of the criminal proceedings and cast serious doubt on the integrity of Mikhail Khodorkovsky and Platon Lebedev’s convictions. The manner in which the prosecution and the trial were conducted strongly suggests that political interference has impeded the independent administration of justice in this case. 

On May 24, 2011, after the announcement of the Moscow Court decision to uphold the conviction of Mikhail Khodorkovsky and Platon Lebedev, Amnesty International declared Mikhail Khodorkovsky and Platon Lebedev prisoners of conscience. Mikhail Khodorkovsky and Platon Lebedev have spent eight years in jail serving their first sentence for fraud and tax evasion. As a result of the second trial, they have been convicted of embezzlement and money laundering, charges which contradict those of the first trial. This second trial suggests these men are kept in prison primarily for political reasons relating purely to who they are.

I have observed with great respect the dignity and stoicism that Mikhail Khodorkovsky and Platon Lebedev have shown during the trial through hundreds of hours of court hearings. 

I urge you in any official capacity possible to raise these concerns over the political motives behind the prosecution and conviction of Mikhail Khodorkovsky and Platon Lebedev.  I respectfully request that you join the demand from supporters across the world that Mikhail Khodorkovsky and Platon Lebedev be released from this unlawful imprisonment immediately.

Sincerely,

[INSERT NAME]
Suggested recipients:

President of the Russian Federation Dmitry Medvedev

23, Ilyinka Street, 
Moscow, 103132

Russian Federation

Submit online here: http://eng.letters.kremlin.ru/
Prime Minister of the Russian Federation Vladimir Putin
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United Nations – Office of the Secretary General

760 United Nations Plaza
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President Barack Obama
White House
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Washington, DC 20500
Fax: 202-456-2461
Email: president@whitehouse.gov
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
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Federal Chancellor of Germany Angela Merkel
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Prime Minister David Cameron
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Online:
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